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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TH E following are the rules adopted for the govern- 
ment of committees in the choice of papers for 
publication. 

First, " That the grounds of the Committee's choice 
" of papers for the prefs, fhould always be the impor- 
" tance or Angularity of the fubjedts, or the advantageous 
" manner of treating them, without pretending to an- 
" fwer, or to make the fociety anfwerable, for the cer- 
" tainty of the facts, or propriety of the reafonings, 
" contained in the feveral papers fo publifhed, which 
" muft ftill reft on the credit or judgment of their refpec- 
" tive authors. 

Secondly, " That neither the Society, nor the 
" Committee of the prefs, do ever give their opinion as 
u , a body, upon any paper they may publim, or upon 
" any fubjecl of Art or Nature that comes before 
" them." 

a 2 In 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

In the Month of May 1796, the Society, in order the more 
effeblualiy to anfuser the ends of their infitution, agreed 
to appropriate, annually, a part of their funds to be dif- 
pofed of in Premiums to the Authors of the beft per- 
formances, inventions, or improvements, relative to cer- 
tain fpecifc fubjecls of if e fid knowledge. The following 
premiums were thereupon propofed: 

I. 

For the beft fyftem of liberal education and literary 
inftruction, adapted to the genius of the government, and 
beft calculated to promote the general v/elfare, of the 
United States ; comprehending alio a plan for inftituting 
and conducting public ichools, in this country, on prin- 
ciples of the moft extenfive utility 'A premium of one 

hundred dollars. 

Papers on this fubjecl: will be received, till the firft day 
of January, 1797. 

u. 

For the moft fimple, eafy and expeditious method of 
computing the longitude, from the common lunar obfer- 
vation, A premium of feventy dollars. 

The particular view of the fociety, in propofing this 
fubject, is, that the folution of this moft ufeful problem 
may, if poffible, be rendered fo plain and eafy, as to be 
readily learned by every mariner, even of moderate capa- 
city, who underftands the common rules of arithmetic ; 
and thus be introduced into general practice. 

Papers on this fubjecl: will be received, till the firft day 
of January, 1797. 

III. 
For the beft conftruction or improvement of fhip- 

pumps, A premium of feventy dollars. 

Improvements 



ADVERTISEMENT. V 

Improvements which may he readily applied to the 
fhip-pumps in common ufe, will be moil likely to be 
adopted by feamen, and introduced into general practice. 

Papers on this fubject will be received, till the firft day 
of January, 1797. 

IV. 

For the beft conftru&ion or improvement of ftoves, or 

fire-places, A premium of Jixty dollars. The principal 

end which the fociety have in view, in proposing this 
fubjecl:, is the benefit of the poorer clafs of people, efpecial- 
ly of fuch as live in towns, or other places where fuel is 
dear. To anfwer this end, the ftove mould be cheap, and 
of durable materials ; mould afford the neceffary degree of 
a falubrious and durable heat, with the leaft expenfe of 
fuel poffible ; and fhould be capable of being employed 
both for the pnrpofe of warming the room, and cooking 
provifions for the family. — The fociety have been inform- 
ed, that ftoves made of brick are, in many refpects, fupe- 
rior to thofe made of metal ; efpecially, in the laving of 
fuel, and preferving a more equable degree of heat. 

Papers on this fubjedt will be received, till the firft day 
of January, 1797. 

V. 

For the beft method, verified by experiment, of pre- 
venting the premature decay of Peach-trees, A premi- 
um of Jixty dollars. 

Papers on this fubject will be received, till the firft day 
of January, 1798. 

VI. 

For the beft experimental treatife on native American 
vegetable dies ; accompanied with an accurate account of 

the vegetables employed A premium of ninety dollars. 

Papers 



VI ADVERTISEMENT. 

Papers on this fubjecl: will be received, till the firft 
day of February, 1798. 

VII. 

For the beft conftruction or improvement of lamps; 

efpecially, for lighting the ftreets A premium of Jifty 

dollars. 

Papers on this fubjecl: will be received, till the firfl day 
of April, 1797. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS. 

1 . Every candidate, along with his performance, is to 
fend to the fociety a fealed letter, containing his name and 
place of abode ; which letter fhall never be opened by the 
fociety, except in the cafe of a fuccefsful candidate. 

2. No performance, invention or improvement, on any 
of the fubjecls propofed, for which a patent or any other 
reward fhall have been obtained, before prefenting it to 
the fociety, fhall be confidered as entitled to the premium. 

3. In lieu of the money which fhall be awarded by 
the fociety, as a premium, any fuccefsful candidate fhall 
have it in his, option to receive a gold or filver medal, or 
piece of plate, with a fuitable infcription, of equal value. 

4. The fociety referve to themfelves the power of giv- 
ing, in all cafes, fuch part only of any premium propofed, 
as the performance fhall be adjudged to deferve ; or, of 
withholding the whole,, if it fhall appear to have no 
merit above what may have been already publifhed on 
the fubjecl:. The candidates may, however, be affured, 
that the fociety will always judge liberally of their fc- 
veral claims. 



A number of papers have been received on the feveral 
fubjecls above ftated. But the fociety have as yet forborne 
the adjudication of any premium, except that offered for 

the 



ADVERTISEMENT. Vll 

the beft fyftem of liberal and literary inftruction, adapted 
to the genius of the government, and beft calculated to 
promote the general welfare of the United States. 

On the fifteenth of December 1797, the fcciety, agreea- 
bly to fpecial appointment, proceeded to confider the 
feveral Effays on Education, which had been prefented. 
The analyfes of thefe Effays were read, when it was 
agreed to take the queftion in this manner on each per- 
formance, viz. " Is this the beft fyftem of liberal Edu- 
cation and literary Inftru&ion, adapted to the genius of 
the government, and beft calculated to promote the ge- 
neral welfare, of the United States ?" 

Whereupon it appeared to the fociety that two of 
thefe Effays, I. An Effay with this motto, " In Metii 
defcendat Judicis aures." Horace. II. An Effay with 
this motto, " / call a complete and generous Education that 
which Jits a man to perform jitftly-, Jkilfully and magnani- 
moufly, all the offices, both private and public, of peace and 
war." Milton ; pofleffed a fuperior degree of merit, and 
were worthy of publication. The premium was in con- 
fequence adjudged to be equally divided between the 
authors of thefe two Effays. 

The Prefident then opened the fealed letters which ac- 
companied thefe performances, when it appeared that the 
Reverend Samuel Knox, A. M. of Bladenfburg, in 
Maryland, was author of the firft, and Samuel Har- 
rison Smith, A. M. of Philadelphia, was author of 
the fecond Effay. 

The fociety then directed the publication of the two 
Effays. 



Mr. I. H. De MAGELLAN, of london, 

Having made a donation, to the fociety, of two hun- 
dred guineas, to be vefted in a permanent fund; that the 

intereft 



VIU ADVERTISEMENT. 

intereft arifing therefrom may be difpofed of, in annual 
premiums, to the authors of the beft difcoveries or mofl 
ufeful improvements, relating to Navigation, or to Natu- 
ral Philofophy, mere Natural Hiftory only excepted ; — 
the following are the rules and conditions, adopted by 
the fociety, for the difpofition of the propofed premiums, 
in conformity to the intention of the Donor, viz. 

I. The candidate fhall fend his difcovery, invention or 
improvement, addreffed to the Prefident or one of the 
Vice-Prefidents of the fociety, free of poftage or other 
charges ; and fhall diftinguifh his performance by fome 
motto, device or other fignature, at his pleafure. Toge- 
ther with his difcovery, invention or improvement, he 
ihall alfo fend a fealed letter, containing the fame motto, 
device or fignature, and fubferibed with the real name 
and place of refidence of the author. 

II. Perfons of any nation, feci, or denomination what- 
ever, (hall be admitted as candidates for this premium. 

III. No difcovery, invention or improvement fhall be 
entitled to this premium, which hath been already pub- 
lished, or for which the author hath been publicly re- 
warded elfewhere. 

IV. The candidate fhall communicate his difcovery, in- 
vention or improvement, either in the Englifh, French, 
German, or Latin language. 

V. All fuch communications fhall be publicly read or 
exhibited to the fociety, at fome ftated meeting, not lefs 
than one month previous to the day of adjudication ; and 
fhall at all times be open to the infpe&ion of fuch mem- 
bers as fhall dehre it. But no member fhall carry home 
with him the communication, defcription or model, ex- 
cept the officer to whom it fhall be entrufted : nor fhall 
fuch officer part with the fame out of his cuftody, with- 
out a fpecial order of the fociety for that purpofe. 

VI. The 



ADVERTISEMENT. IX 

VI. The fociety having previoufly referred the feveral 
communications, from candidates for the premium then 
depending, to the confideration of the twelve counfellors 
and other officers of the Society, and having received 
their report thereon, fhall, at one of their ftated meet- 
ings, in the month of December, annually, after the ex- 
piration of this current year (of the time and place, to- 
gether with the particular occafion of which meeting, due 
notice fhall be previoufly given, by public advertifement) 
proceed to the final adjudication of the faid premium : 
and after due confideration had, a vote fhall firft be taken 
on this queftion, viz. " Whether any of the communi- 
cations, then under infpe<SUon, be worthy of the propofed 
premium ?" If this queftion be determined in the negative^ 
the whole bufinefs fhall be deferred till another year : But 
if in the affirmative , the Society fhall proceed to determine, 
by ballot, given by the members at large, the difcovery, 
invention or improvement mod ufeful and worthy. And 
that difcovery, invention or improvement, which fhall be 
found to have a majority of concurring votes in its fa- 
vour, fhall be fuccefsful. And then, and not till then, the 
fealed letter accompanying the crowned performance, fhall 
be opened, and the name of the author announced as the 
perfon entitled to the faid premium. 

VII. No member of the Society who is a candidate for 
the premium then depending, or who hath not previoufly 
declared to the Society, either by word or writing, that he 
has confidered and weighed, according to the belt of his 
judgment, the comparative merits of the feveral claims then 
under confideration, fhall fit in judgment, or give his vote, 
in awarding the faid premium. 

V I II. A full account of the crowned fubjed fhall be pub- 
lifhed by the Society as focn as may be, after the adjudica- 
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X ADVERTISEMENT. 

tion, either in a feparate publication, or in the next fuc- 
ceeding volume of their Tranfactions, or in both. 

IX. The unfuccefsful performances mail remain under 
confideration, and their authors be confidered as candidates 
for the premium, for jive years next fucceeding the time 
of their prefentment ; except fuch performances as their 
authors may, in the mean time, think fit to withdraw : 
And the Society fhall annually publifh an abftrac~t of the 
titles, object or fubject matter of the communications fo 
under confideration, fuch only excepted as the Society fhall 
think not worthy of public notice. 

X. The letters containing the names of authors whofe 
performances fhall be rejected, or which fhall be found un- 
fuccefsful after a trial of five years, fhall be burnt before 
the Society without breaking the feals. 

XI. In cafe there fhould be a failure, inanyyear, of any 
communication worthy of the propofed premium, there 
will then be two premiums to be awarded in the next year. 
But no accumulation of premiums fhall entitle an author to 
more than one premium for any one difcovery, invention 
or improvement. 

XII. The premium fhall confift of an oval plate of folid 
ftandard gold, of the value of Ten Guineas. On one fide 
thereof fhall be neatly engraved a fhort Latin motto fuited 
to the occafion together with thefe words, The premi- 
um of I. H. De, Magellan, of London, eflablijhed in the 
year 1 786. And on the other fide of the plate fhall be en- 
graved thefe words, Awarded by the A. P. S. to 

for his difcovery of A. D. 

Prejident. And the feal of the Society fhall be annexed to 
the faid golden plate, by a ribbon palling through a fmall 
hole near the lower edge thereof. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. X i 

Since the publication of their laft volume, the Society 
has had occafion to deplore the lofs of their Prefident, 
David Rittenhouse. He died June a6th, 1796. 

At a meeting, convened by fpecial order, on the tirft of 
July, the following motion was made, and unanimouily 
adopted, viz. That this Society, deeply affe&cd by the 
death of their late worthy Prefident, do refolve, That an 
Eulogium, commemorative of his diftinguifhed talents 
and iervices, be publicly pronounced before the Society by 
one of its members. 

At the next meeting Dr. Benjamin Rush was ap- 
pointed to prepare the Eulogium, and en the 17th of De- 
cember following it was pronounced in the lecond Prefbyte- 
rian Church before the Society. After which the Society, 
having returned to their Hall, directed the publication of 
the Eulogium. 

On the fixth of January 1797, at the annual election of 
officers, Thomas Jefferson, was called to the chair 
of the Society. 

In confequence of this appointment, the Secretaries on 
the 7th of January addrefled to Mr. Jefferfon the follow- 
ing letter. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 7, 1797. 
Sir, 

We have the pleafure of informing you that at the an- 
nual election of officers of the American Philofophical 
Society for promoting ufeful knowledge, held at Philadel- 
phia, on the 6th Inftant, you were chofen Prefident of 
that refpectable inftitution. 

The Society, Sir, cannot foon forget the lofs they fun 1 am- 
ed by the death of the late worthy and ingenious D. Rit- 
tenhoufe ; but after expreffing their grief on this melan- 
choly occafion, they look forward with this confoling 
reflection, that in the fame chair, from which two Ameri- 
can philofophers have fucceflxvely inftructed them and the 
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Xll ADVERTISEMENT. 

world, a third is now feated, by whofe genius and know- 
ledge, our national name will preferve a diftinguiuSed place 
in the annals of fcience. 

Permit us, Sir, on this occafion, to exprefs our fatisfac- 
tion in this pleafing .event, and in being the organs by 
which the Society announce their choice. 

We are, 

With Sentiments of Efteem and 

Refpect, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

Samuel Magaw, ~] Secretar ; es of ^ 

Jonathan Williams, I American Phiiofo- 
William Barton, f P^ai Society o£ 

J n Philadelphia. 

OHN BLEAKLEY, J r 

Thomas Jefferson, Efq. 



To this letter, Mr. Jefferfon, on the twenty -eighth of 
January, 1797, replied as follows : 

Monticelloy Jan. 28, 1797. 
Gentlemen, 
I have duly received your favor of the 7th inft. inform- 
ing me that the American Fhilofophical Society have been 
pleafed to name me their Prefident. The fuffrage of a body, 
which comprehends whatever the American world has of 
diftin&ion in philofophy and fcience in general, is the mod 
flattering incident of my life, and that to which I am the 
moft fenfible. My fatisfaction would be complete, were it 
not for the confeioufnefs that it is far beyond my titles. I 
feel no qualification for this diftinguiflied poft, but a fincere- 
zeal for all the obje&s of our inftitution, and an ardent 

defire 
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defire to fee knowledge fo difleminated through the mafs of 
mankind, that it may at length reach even the extremes of 
fociety, beggars and kings. I pray you, gentlemen, to 
teftify for me to our body, my fenfe of their favor, and 
my difpofitions to fupply by zeal what I may be deficient in 
the other qualifications proper for their fervice, and to be 
allured that your teftimony cannot go beyond my feelings. 
Permit me to avail myfelf of this opportunity of ex- 
prefling the fincere grief I feel for the lofs of our beloved 
Rittenhoufe. Genius, fcience, modefty, purity of morals, 
fimplicity of manners, marked him as one of nature's 
beft famples of the perfection (he can cover under the hu- 
man form. Surely no fociety, till ours, within the fame 
compafs of time, ever had to deplore the lofs of two fuch 
members as Franklin and Rittenhoufe: Franklin, our 
Patriarch, the ornament of our age and country, whom 
Philofophy and Philanthropy announced the firft of men, 
and whofe name will be as a ftar of the firft magnitude 
in the firmament of heaven, when the memory of his 
companions of the way will be loft in the abyfs of time 
and fpace. With the moft afFe&ionate attachment to 
their memory, and with fentiments of the higheft refpecT: 
to the Society, and toyourfelves perfonally, I have the 
honor to be, Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

And moft humble Servant, 

TH. JEFFERSON. 
Meffrs. Samuel Mag aw, "J 

JONATHAN WILLIAMS, 1 Secretaries of the American 

William Barton, f Phiiofophical Society. 
John Bleakley, J 



